Periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges (PLEDs) as early indicator of stroke in full-term newborns.
We report on periodic lateralized epileptiform discharges (PLEDs) on EEG in two infants with neonatal convulsions. In both neonates, the EEG abnormalities were seen soon after the onset of seizures, at a time when cranial ultrasound scans were thought to be normal. Subsequent Magnetic Resonance Imaging scans demonstrated cerebral infarction in both patients. In one case, the localisation of the lesion on MRI was concordant with that of the EEG abnormalities, as usually observed in adults with focal lesions. The other infant showed similar EEG abnormalities, but her MRI showed a localised lesion in the basal ganglia, which has also been reported to be involved in the genesis of these abnormalities.